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How Can I Share in Witness to End Poverty:
                                                         Good News to the Poor?

1.  Enroll.  If you feel called of God, or drawn by conscience, to share in the
life of the Witness to End Poverty—Good News to the Poor, email
info@WitnessToEndPoverty.org with your name and contact information,
including phone number, address, e-mail, and church affiliation or contact
Pastor Clay Oglesbee, 507-645-5689, Northfield United Methodist Church,
1401 Maple Street, Northfield, MN  55057.

2. Participate.  There are no fees or dues.  We simply encourage your on-
going participation in an active spiritual life, your contributions to relief of your
low-income neighbors, and your support of the abolition of poverty.  We also
encourage you to find or to begin a small circle of Christians or other persons of
conscience to meet weekly or regularly for mutual encouragement and support.
An agenda for such a meeting appears in this brochure.

3. Study.  To become better acquainted with Wesleyan and other Christian
spiritual practices, as well as John WesleyÕs theology and passion for the poor,
we recommend you read: Good News to the Poor:  John Wesley’s Evangelical
Economics, Theodore W. Jennings, Jr. (Abingdon)); and Good News to the
Poor?  Steven Manskar, http://www.gbod.org/hpmc/docs/poor_manskar.pdf;
Disciple’s Journal, Steven Manskar (Board of Discipleship). To encounter John
Wesley himself on these matters:  Sermon 43:  The Scripture Way of Salvation;
Sermon 85:  On Working Out Our Own Salvation; Sermon 92:  On Zeal;
Sermon 98:  On Visiting the Sick.  All of these sermons are available online at:
http://gbgm-umc.org/UMhistory/Wesley/jwesley3.html

4.  Give.  Since the organizers want to concentrate Witness to End Poverty:
Good News to the Poor giving in useful ways, we encourage our Minnesota
United Methodist members to contribute to MN Annual Conference Advance
Specials, according to the calendar found on the insert pageÑthrough the
Minnesota Annual Conference, 122 West Franklin, Minneapolis, MN  55404

Witness to End Poverty:
     Good News to the Poor

What Is Witness to End Poverty:  Good News to the Poor?

Witness to End Poverty (WEP):  Good News to the Poor was launched in the
spring (2008) by about a dozen clergy and laity in the Minnesota Annual
Conference, as a Wesleyan model of voluntary participation in the relief-and-
abolition of poverty in Minnesota. Most of the organizers have served in core-
urban areas.  They started the Witness to End Poverty: Good News to the Poor
as a response of conscience and faith to the roughly one million people in
Minnesota who live in poverty, or on low-incomes (200% or less of the federal
poverty level of about $21,000/year for a family of four). About half of these
persons lack health insurance, and 25 per cent of the children in Minnesota are
being raised in such financially stressed households.

We follow the example of the founder of United Methodism, John Wesley, who
in his own era of financial troubles for ordinary families, both proclaimed
Gospel-love, and embodied it for his neighbors, by a number of innovative
steps such as cooperative-employment and no-interest loans.  He also helped to
initiate the first Methodist Society intentionally committed to care for low-
income persons in a large urban setting, London.  “…With the great numbers of
poor in the large urban societies, the outreach to the poor who were not of the
(Methodist) society became more difficult to keep focused.  So Wesley instituted
a new sort of society, the Stranger’s Society…. instituted wholly for the relief,
not of our Methodist societies but for (non-Methodist –ed.) poor, sick, friendless
strangers” (Theodore W. Jennings, Good News to the Poor)

Any person of faith and conscience will ask what can be done, as matters of
mercy and justice, to ease the anxieties of, and increase the educational, training
and employment opportunities for, neighbors in such situations.
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Seven Ways to Love God & Neighbor, and Witness to End
Poverty

The Witness to End Poverty: Good News to the Poor encourages a purposeful
Christian spirituality and care for the poor in a manner similar to the original
Methodist movement in London, and other such Christian movements, by these
steps:

____1.  Practicing the General Rules of John Wesley (1.By doing no harm,
by avoiding evil of every kind; 2.  By doing good; by being in every kind
merciful after their power; as they have opportunity, by doing food of every
possible sort, and as far as possible, to all people; 3.  By attending upon all the
ordinances of God; such are:  The public worship of God; the LordÕs Supper;
family and private prayer; search the Scriptures; fasting or abstinence.)  See The
Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church-2004, pages 72-74 for more
details.

____2.  Regularly visiting with and befriending low-income persons and
households in our neighborhoods and communities in order to fully
understand their lives and challenges, as John Wesley advised the people called
Methodists to do.

____3.  Weekly fasting or abstention (with medical consent) to remind us of
the hungers of those who live without material abundance or who lack hope
about their futures.

____4.  Contributing weekly to churches, missions, or public policy
organizations committed to relieving-and-ending poverty. We recommend
participants give $10-$20/person/week (the cost of familiar middle-income
entertainments) to the support of selected Minnesota churches serving lower-
income communities anywhere in Minnesota, or other ecumenical and bi-
partisan legislative organizations seeking to ease-and-end poverty.

____5.  Adopting life-styles of voluntary simplicity or Òacquisitional
fastingÓ in order to demonstrate models for sustainable consumption of earthÕs
resources, and to increase our available resources to create economic security
and opportunity for our low-income neighbors.

____6.  Offering to Òspend themselves for the hungryÓ (Isaiah 58:10--NIV),
by serving in churches, missions and organizations committed to befriending
low-income neighbors, to poverty-ending public initiatives, and to supporting
continuance of, or launching new UM ministries in transitional or
economically-challenged communities or neighborhoods throughout Minnesota.

____7.  Participating in Witness to End Poverty congregational or regional
small groups, modeled on WesleyÕs classes within the Societies, in order to
provide mutual accountability and support in fulfilling the commitments of the
Witness to End Poverty:  Good News to the Poor.

A Sample Agenda for a Witness to End Poverty Group-Meeting

Opening Psalm 51 (or other Scripture and Devotional Readings) and Prayer

A Covenant
Preamble:  In gratitude for the grace and love which we have
received, and called by God and conscience to see to the well-being of
our neighbors, we commit ourselves to lives of active spiritual
practice, compassionate relief of the poor, personal relationships with
our financially struggling neighbors, active creation of training and
employment opportunities, and to organizing and advocacy for fair
and just economic policies for impoverished and working poor families
and households.

Review and reflect aloud together on any of the areas noted below, but
always on the seven points of personal commitment noted as the
membersÕ personal commitments.

Spiritual Light and Guidance—
• Personal Sharing of Highs and Lows
• When have I sensed God’s presence and guidance this week?

Reflections on Scripture Readings—Select and Share
• What is God saying to us through this word?
• What insight do we gain?
• What call to change do we hear?

Three Simple Rules:
• What have I done this week to avoid doing harm?
• What have I done to do good to others?
• What have I done to love God and neighbor more?

Seven Ways to Love God and End Poverty (see previous page)
Acts of Devotion, Compassion, Justice, and Worship

Relationships, Self Care:
• I will demonstrate the “fruit of the Spirit” in all my

relationships—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness ,and  self-control.

• I will seek personal wholeness and renewal through conscious
choices about my personal stewardship with regard to my
resources, diet, health, fasting, etc.

Prayers for One Another

Blessing and Sending


